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the peasants has been determined by tbe representatives of
the landed nobility at the court, and, as a result, the peas-
antry is now assaulting the nobility, without distinguish-
mg the right from the wrong. Such is the nature of man.
The appointment of Prince Svyatopolk-Mirski as Minis- '
ter of the Interior opened an era of liberalism. Not that
the prince was a liberal by conviction, or career, or birth,
He was merely an intelligent, sober-minded man and a loyal
servant of his monarch, Mirski opened his campaign for
liberal reforms by submitting a report to His Majesty and
appending to it a rough draft of a ukase decreeing a num-
ber of liberal reforms. In December (1904) His Majesty
called a conference, at Tsarskoye Selo to discuss the prince's
report. In addition to the Minister of the Interior, a lim-
ited number of high officials were present. His Majesty,
I was told, did not wish to invite me, but Svyatopolk-
Mirski persuaded him to do so.
His Majesty opened the conference by declaring that the
revolutionary movement was on the increase and that it
was necessary to decide whether the Government should
meet the moderate clement of society half-way or whether
it should pursue the policy which brought about the assas-
sination of two Ministers, Sipyagin and Plehve. I happened
to be the first speaker,   I expressed myself vigorously to
the effect that persistence in the reactionary policy would
lead us straight to ruin.    The majority sided with me.
Pobiedonostzev, naturally enough, assumed a critical atti-
tude toward my views, but, as usual, he concluded his speech
by declaring that it would be best to do nothing.   Among
other subjects, the conference discussed the restoration of
the authority of law in the Empire, and also the abolition
of the stringent regulations directed against the Old Be-
lievers^ and of the other laws which are not in keeping with
the principle of toleration and religious freedom.   It was
also pointed out that it was necessary to increase the author-